Ethnographic Research Methods

Ethnography, [Geertz definition], once solely the domain of anthropology, is a research discipline now practiced in many fields. Regardless of differences in subject matter, focus and methodology,  “the ethnographic traditions do share many common features. They are grounded in a commitment to the first-hand experience and exploration of a particular social or cultural setting on the basis of (though not exclusively by) participant observation. Observation and participation (according to circumstance and the analytic purpose at hand) remain the characteristic features of the ethnographic approach” (Atkinson). In this collection, rather than an exhaustive list of sources, we’ve tried to select key texts in composition, TESOL, and drama, as well as general “how to” manuals from most of the disciplines within which ethnography might be an acknowledged methodology. Perhaps the most useful of all the compendium texts is Handbook of Ethnography compiled by Atkinson et al.  It is from this volume we think the most compelling explanation of the practice of ethnography in the humanities, particularly those we’ve focused on, can be drawn: 

In recent years, this array of methods and techniques has become widespread, and they have been documented and disseminated under the rubric of qualitative research methods. In that guise they have spread far beyond the disciplinary confines of anthropology and sociology. In so doing, the social settings in which they are used have also diversified. There are now flourishing traditions of qualitative research in nursing and health studies, in studies of work and organizations, in science and technology studies, in human geography, in social psychology, in educational research, cultural, media and theater studies, and many other domains of empirical research. Indeed, it is one of the strengths of these methodological commitments and their concomitant disciplinary interests that they have sustained substantial volumes of empirical research. 

Particularly groundbreaking ethnography has most recently been done in drama. Goldstein’s “No Pain. No Gain: Student Playwriting as Ethnographic Language Research” and Saldana’s “Playwriting with data: Ethnographic performance texts” are excellent examples. In TESOL, we recommend highly “Ethnocentrism in TESOL: Teacher Education and the Neglected Needs of International TESOL students” and Dantas’ “Critical Reflection in the Second Language Classroom through Audiotaped Journal.” Not to be overlooked in composition are Shirley Brice Heath’s Ways with words: Language, life and work in communities and classrooms and Wendy Bishop’s Ethnographic Writing Research: Writing it down, writing it up, and reading it. For the beginning graduate researcher, two extremely useful resources are the multi-volume Ethnographer’s Toolkit published in 1999 by AltaMira Press and Fetterman’s Ethnography Step by Step. One last comment we’d like to make, again borrowing from Atkinson et al, is to remind the reader that ethnography is “global. As a result, when considering about ethnography, we should broaden our vision not only to interdisciplinary fields but also to international perspectives, so that we could possibly obtain a more complete understanding of a certain practice of ‘ethnography’.”   

Andreas, D. (1992). Ethnography of Biography: Student 

Teachers Reflecting on 'Life-Stories' of Experienced Teachers. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association (San Francisco, CA, April 20-24). 

Explores the use of ethnographic biography as a source of information and reflection for student teachers. 

Barone, T. (2002). From genre blurring to audience blending: 

Reflections on the field Emanating from an ethnodrama. Anthropology & Education Quarterly, Vol. 33 (2), 255-67.    

Examines a distinctive genre represented by the ethnodrama, "Finding My Place," relating this work to the practice of arts-based research in educational ethnography. The drama highlighted the relationship between a prominent educational ethnographer and the young man who was his research subject. Discusses the kinds of textual practice invented during the phase in the history of qualitative research known as the "movement of blurred genres." 
Barro, Ana; Byram, Michael; Jordan, Shirley; Roberts, Celia; 

Street, Brian (2001). Language Learners as Ethnographers. Modern Languages in Practice 16.

This book describes a new approach to teaching and learning cultural studies. Borrowing the idea of ethnography from anthropologists, it argues that language students can be taught methods for investigating the cultural and social patterns of interaction and the values and beliefs that account for them. Doing an ethnographic study while living abroad immerses students in the life of particular groups, providing an intellectual challenge and the opportunity for intense intercultural encounters. The first half of the book discusses some of the current concepts in cultural and intercultural learning. The second half is a description how the ethnography program can be run in higher education institutions, using extensive examples from ethnography courses and student projects. Overall, this book argues that the idea of language learners as ethnographers can be transferred to many contexts and that language learning should be interdisciplinary. This book is relevant to teachers of modern and foreign languages, European Studies, Latin American Studies, and to teachers of upper secondary school students, and trainers in intercultural communication. (Contains 312 references.) (KFT)  

Bateman, B. E. (2002). Promoting Openness toward Culture 

Learning: Ethnographic  interviews for Students of Spanish. Modern Language Journal, Vol 86 (3), 318-331.

Explains how conducting ethnographic interviews can promote openness toward culture learning. Reports on a study in which 35 college students from second-year Spanish classes were introduced to ethnographic interviewing skills and assigned to interview native speakers of Spanish. Results showed the interviews positively affected students' attitudes toward the target language and its speakers as well as their desire to learn Spanish.

Bishop, Wendy. Ethnographic Writing Research: Writing it 

down, writing it up, and reading it. New Hampshire: Heinemann, 1999.
After providing a history and overview of the ethnographic process, Bishop carefully builds a project from start to finish, carefully providing theory to support each step of the process. Especially helpful are the concrete illustrations excerpted from real-life experiences, accompanied by concise discussion by the author as to what can be learned and how the novice researcher might proceed.  Appendices include the dissertation prospectus and a collection of mini-ethnographies.

Branscomb, H. Eric. “North Northwest: Ethnography and the 

Making of Knowledge in Composition.” Kirklighter, Vincent, and Moxley. 1-10.
He locates a connection between ethnographic research with feminism as well as postmodernism.
Burawoy, M. et al. (1991). Ethnography unbound: Power and 

resistance in the modern metropolis. University of California Press: Berkley, Los Angeles, Oxford. 

Ethnography Unbound is an excellent and powerful volume with original ethnographies offering a “rethinking” of ethnographic research for scholars and students alike. The book offers an essential text for the study of methodology as well as theoretical discussion and innovation. The reader is able to participate in a dialogue between observer and observed. Participant observation presented by the authors generates rich and detailed data about everyday life. 

Collier, J., & Collier, M. (1986). Visual anthropology: 

Photography as a research method. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press.
Discusses the role of photography in anthropological and ethnographic research.


Cushman, Ellen. The Struggle and the Tools: Oral and 

Literategies in an Inner City Community. Albany: State U of New York, 1998.
Reflection on her own ethnographic work with African Americans and problems that may arise in regards to “activist research.”
Dantas. W. (2002). Critical Reflections in the Second 

Language Classroom through Audiotaped Journal. System,Vol. 30 (4), 543-555.                                                                            
Focuses on the use of reflective audiotaped journals within a university content-based English-as-a-Second-Language course. Data came from 54 audiotaped journal entries made by 18 students and an unstructured ethnographic group interview. Results support the adoption of constructivist learning approaches that encourage students to take a more active and participatory role in the classroom.
Denzin, Norman K. (1997). Interpretive Ethnography: 

ethnographic practices for the 21st century. Sage 
Publication.

This is a book about ethnographic writing in the twilight years of the twentieth century—ethnography’s sixth moment. In the twentieth century, ethnography has passed through five historical moments: the traditional (1900 to World War II), modernist (World War II to the mid-1970’s),blurred genres (1970-1986), crisis of representation (1986 to present), and the fifth ,moment (now). Interpretive ethnography faces a crossroad. It is time to take stock, to review where ethnography has come, and to examine the experimental work of the past decade and the critiques it has produced and confronted.

Duff. P. A. (2002). The Discursive Co-Construction of 

Knowledge, Identity, and Difference: An Ethnography of Communication in the High School Mainstream, 23 (3), 289-322.

Describes the ethnography of communication as a viable, context- and culture-sensitive method for conducting research on classroom discourse. Provides an overview of the method and its role in applied linguistics research and then presents a study of discourse in mainstream high school classes with a large proportion of students who speak English as a Second Language. 
Ellen, R. (1984). Ethnographic research: A guide to general 

conduct. Academic press: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Publishers. 

This book presents methods which attempt to be both practical and authoritative. It also provides guidance to anyone likely to be involved in the conduct of ethnographic research, to help readers interpret in a critical fashion the assumptions upon which research is based, and to evaluate research procedures resulting in published work. The author offers to a reader’s attention a wide variety of topics: theory, methodology and the research process; a history of field methods; approaches to ethnographic research; the fieldwork experience; ethics in relation to informants; preparation for fieldwork, producing data, indexing and sorting of data, etc. 

Eminovich, C. (1989). Locating learning: Ethnographic 

perspectives on classroom research. Ablex Publishing Corporation: Nowood, New Jersey.

The book discusses how ethnographic perspectives frame classroom research and provides a few orienting objectives of researchers who have influenced directions in the field of educational ethnography (D. Bloom, R. Barr, D.Campbell), to sketch further research directions and trends, and to describe what aspects of the ethnographic paradigm these chapters share.  Reference lists are provided at the end of each chapter.

Ethnographer’s toolkit. (1999 - ). AltaMira Press. A division 

of sage Publications, Inc. 

The Ethnographer’s Toolkit is designed for novice fieldworkers. In a series of seven brief books, the editors and authors of the Toolkit take the reader through the multiple, complex steps of doing ethnographic research in simple, reader-friendly language. Case-studies, checklists, key points to remember, and additional resources to consult are included to help the reader to fully understand the ethnographic process. Research designs, data-collection techniques, analytical strategies, research collaborations and uses of ethnographic work in policy are described in the volumes. 

Evan. C.  (1996). Ethnolinguistic Vitality, Prejudice, and 

Family Language Transmission. Bilingual Research Journal,20 (2), 177-207.

Studies of Mexican American parents in East Austin (Texas) and rural southern Arizona found that parents' ethnolinguistic vitality was an important determinant of family transmission of Spanish to children, but parental experience of ethnic and language prejudice was an equally potent negative determinant. Implications for language maintenance, family integrity, and Mexican American identity are discussed. Contains 33 references.

Fetterman, D. (1989). Ethnography: Step by step. Newbury 

Park, CA: Sage.

Ethnography: Step by step is a very helpful guide for ethnographic researchers. It identifies and discusses the major landmarks every ethnographer encounters. This book acquaints the ethnographic researcher with all steps of ethnographic research: from asking the first question in the field to formulation a problem/ a theory/ a model, a research design and specific data collection techniques, to tools for analysis and a specific writing style. The chapters present these steps in a logical order, using concrete case examples throughout to illustrate each step. This step-by-step approach also highlights the utility of planning and organization in ethnographic work

Fetterman, David M. (1982). The Dynamics of Diffusion. 

Educational Researchers, v11 n3 17-22,29 Mar 1982.

  Ascribes difficulties associated with the use of ethnography in educational research to faulty or partial transmission of traits from one sociocultural system to another. Maintains that the appropriate use of ethnography demands that the whole trait complex be borrowed. Describes educational studies that used ethnographic methods.

Fishman, Andrea R. (1992). Ethnography and Literacy: Learning 

in Context. Topics in Language Disorders, v12 n3 67-75 May 1992.

This article uses two case studies of eighth grade students (one attending an Amish school and the other in a residential school for adjudicated juveniles) to illustrate the power of ethnography to contextualize literacy experiences. Five ethnographic questions are suggested for literacy assessment.

Gilyard, Keith. Voices of the Self: A Study of language 

competence. Detroit: Wayne State UP. 1991.
Documents one mans work attaining the academic skills needed to be successful in higher education.


Greenbaum, Andrea. Emancipatory Movements in Composition: The 

Rhetoric of Possibility. Albany: State University of New York Press, 2002.
Proposes ethnographic research as a method of cultural critique.
Green, Judith and Cynthia Wallat. Ethnography and Language in 

the Educational Setting. New Jersey: ABLEX, 1981.
This volume is the result of an invitational interdisciplinary conference “New Approaches to Ethnographic Analysis” (ix) held at Kent State in 1977. Though dated, the volume offers solid discussion of key issues in ethnography research.  What is ethnography? What is the ethnographic method? Why “do it” or use it? What types of questions can it be sued to address?  Chapter 5 is especially valuable in offering a proposed set of criteria to guide both the researcher and the practitioner in daily classroom research. Charts, footnotes, subject index and index of figures provided.

Goldstein, T. (2002). "No Pain, No Gain": Student Playwriting 

as Ethnographic Language Research. Candian Modern Language Review, Vol. 59 (1), 53-76.

Discusses the possibilities of working with high school students as researchers of culture and language in their own school communities. Features a short ethnographic play entitled, "No Pain, No Gain," which dramatizes the difficulty of preparing an oral presentation in a second language.
Goodall, H. L.Jr. (2000). Writing the New Ethnographic 

Alternatives Book Series, Volume 7.

This book aims to provide a foundational understanding of the writing processes associated with innovative forms of ethnographic writing. Interdisciplinary in approach, the book offers advice, examples, and exercises for every step in the ethnographic writing process, including field observation, field notes, narrative development, and editing. It offers discussions of ethics, representation, and academic institutions to prepare students for dilemmas they may face as writers in the social sciences and humanities. Following a preface, the book includes the following chapters: (1) "On Becoming an Ethnographer in the Academy"; (2) "Finding the Story in Ethnographic Words"; (3) "Representing Ethnographic Experiences: From Fieldwork to Fieldnotes to Stories"; (4) "Voice, Reflexivity, and Character: The Construction of Identities in Texts"; (5) "The Ethics of Writing Ethnography"; and (6) "The Future of New Ethnographic Writing." Each chapter contains suggestions for further reading. Contains an extensive reference list. (BT)  

Green, Judith L., Ed,; Wallat, Cynthia, Ed. (1981). 

Ethnography and Language in Educational Settings. 

This compilation includes the following essays: (1) "Conversational Inference and Classroom Learning" (John J. Gumperz); (2) "Persuasive Talk--The Social Organization of Children's Talk" (Jenny Cook-Gumperz); (3) "Ethnography--The Holistic Approach to Understanding Schooling" (Frank W. Lutz); (4) "Triangulated Inquiry--A Methodology for the Analysis of Classroom Interaction" (Maurice J. Sevigny); (5) "Issues Related to Action Research in the Classroom--The Teacher and Researcher as a Team" (Cynthia Wallat and others); (6) "Entering the Child's World--Research Strategies for Field Entry and Data Collection in a Preschool Setting" (William A. Corsaro); (7) "When is a Context? Some Issues and Methods in the Analysis of Social Competence" (Frederick Erickson and Jeffrey Shultz); (8) "Mapping Instructional Conversations--A Sociolinguistic Ethnography" (Judith L. Green and Cynthia Wallat); (9) "Cultural and Situational Variation in Language Function and Use--Methods and Procedures for Research" (William S. Hall and Larry F. Guthrie); (10) "Social Dominance and Conversational Interaction--The Omega Child in the Classroom" (Olga K. Garnica); (11) "Analysis of Teacher-Student Interaction--Expectations Communicated by Conversational Structure" (Louise Cherry Wilkinson); (12) "Discussion--Needed Directions in Face-to-Face Interaction in Educational Settings" (Barbara Hutson); (13) "Beyond Instructional Context Identification--Some Thoughts for Extending the Analysis of Deliberate Education" (Normand R. Bernier); and (14) "Inference in Preschool Children's Conversations--A Cognitive Perspective" (Carl H. Frederiksen). (JB) 

Hall, K. (2002) Co-Constructing Subjectivities and Knowledge 

in Literacy Class: An Ethnographic Socioultural Perspective. Language and Education, 16 (3), 178-194.

Seeks to understand literacy as sociocultural practice and to understand how beliefs about attitudes towards literacy are constructed in and through classroom discourse. Explores what literacy is valued in one multi-ethnic primary classroom and the ways in which the pupils are coming to know and display the version of literacy that counts.

Hammersley, M. (1990). Reading ethnographic research: A 

critical guide. New    York: Longman. 

This book is a how-to manual on ethnographic research emphasizing understanding within unspoken contexts.
Hammersley, Martyn. What’s Wrong with Ethnography: 

Methodological Explorations.  London: Routledge, 1992.
And extensive collection of studies and of theoretical paradigms, this volume seeks “to show that there is a pattern, there is a systemic coherence, and there is a difference in the ways that speaking [and writing] is organized from one society to another, and that this pattern, this coherence, this difference is to be discovered ethnographically” (xi)

Hammersley, Martyn and Paul Atkinson. Ethnography Principles 

in Practice. New York : Routledge, 1993.  

This book is an overall description and analysis of the use of the ethnographic research method. Emphasized is the concept of understanding people's behavior in context. Concepts of 'positivism' and 'naturalism' are explained. Other terminology include, ecological validity, interactionist theory, the 'multi-stranded' character of ethnography, non-directive interviewing, standardized vs. reflexive interviewing, techniques for assessing reliability and the overall 'funnel' structure of progressively focusing on results. Numerous examples of field research are cited. Includes bibliography and index.

Hawkins, Amy KM.  “Bytes and Sites: Ethnography as a Writing 

Pedagogy in a Digital Age.” Kairos: A Journal for Teachers of Writing and Webbed Environments. 7.3 (Fall 2002).
Hawkins, answering North’s prediction that embattled ethnography’s future is dim in the field of composition, asserts that though North was right that the disagreement over appropriate methodology and value concerning ethnographic research continues, because ethnography also offers a pedagogy and not just a research methodology, its value to composition is far from being inconsequential:  “It seems to me that Ethnography has not only survived but thrived in recent years because those working with its ideas, with the term, even with it as a methodology, have shifted their understanding of its viability from the accumulation of knowledge to the teaching of writing. That is, ethnography exists in our field at a moment when it is just beginning to be understood as a fantastically rich pedagogy.”  This is a well-written and insightful article. 

Heller, Caroline E.  Until We Are Strong Together:  Women 

Writers in the Tenderloin.  New York: Teacher College Press, 1997.
A powerful example of ethnographic writing in the field of creative composition and literacy.  Heller’s volume reports on a careful three-year observation/participation with an inner-city women writers workshop in San Francisco’s tough Tenderloin district and weaves together an enlightened and theoretically well-supported narrative research volume. 

Kahn, Seth.  "Ethnographic Writing as Grassroots Democratic 

Action." Composition Studies (31.1): 63-81.
A challenging article which reflects on the current use of culture-based writing pedagogies in the composition classroom and suggest that rather than providing the enlightenment purported, they instead, reinforce oppressive relationships between students and instructor. Kahn offers a more radical pedagogy based on socialist and postmodern anthropological theory which might eliminate this bias and provide for more authentic ethnographic products, produced and distributed collaboratively, and which benefit both students and participants more directly. 

Kantor, Kenneth J., Dan R. Kirby, and Judith P Goetz. 

“Research in Context: Ethnographic Studies in English Education.” Research in the Teaching of English 15 (1981): 293-310.
One of the first articles to document the predilection of ethnographic research in composition studies in relation to “positivistic based methods.”
Kirklighter, Christina, Chloe Vincent, and Joseph M. Moxley. Voices and Visions: Refiguring Ethnography in Composition. Portsmouth. NH: Boynton, 1997.
Documents the popularity and rise of ethnography in composition studies.
Kirk, J. & Miller, M. (1986).  Reliability and validity in 

qualitative research. Qualitative research methods series. Vol.(1) A Sage University Paper. 

Alongside with the matter of reliability and validity in qualitative research this volume presents some view on ethnography and ethnographic research methods. Helpful for a beginning researcher.

Lauer, J. M., & Asher, J. W. (1988). Ethnographies. 

Composition research: Empirical designs. New York: Oxford University Press, 39-53.               

This chapter provides an overview of ethnographic research applied to English. It includes examples from two studies, Florio and Clark's "The function of writing in an elementary classroom" and Lemke and Bridwell's "Assessing writing ability--an ethnographic study of consultant-teacher relationships."

LeCompte, Margaret D. and Jean J. Schensul. Designing and 

Conducting Ethnographic Research. Walnut Creek: AltaMara Press, 1999. 
Thorough “how to” manual and took kit as is boasted on the cover. The volume provides tables, figures, cross references to other texts in the series, margin notes, vocabulary, and is thoroughly indexed and referenced. An excellent resource to the novice researcher. 

Lee, R. (1995). Dangerous fieldwork. Qualitative research 

methods series. Vol. (34). A Sage University Paper. 

The author discusses the problem of “Ethnography and Espionage”. Researchers are frequently accused of spying during their fieldwork. Dealing with unwarranted attributions can be stressful. An interesting insight into problems encountered by ethnographers.

Liebman-kleine, J. (1987).  Teaching and Researching 

Invention: Using Ethnography in ESL Writing Classes.  ELT Journal, Vol. 41 (2), 104-111.

A small ethnographic study determining the writing strategy preferences of advanced English as a second language students (N=48) found that students' most common preferences were hierarchical treeing or planning. Open-ended exploratory techniques were also popular. The least common preference was for systematic heuristics.

Liu, D. (1998) Ethnocentrism in TESOL: Teacher Education and 

the Neglected Needs of International TESOL students.  ELT Journal, Vol. 52 (1), 3-10.

Argues that strong ethnocentrism exists in TESOL (Teaching of English to Speakers of Other Languages) in Western English-speaking countries, and that teacher educators in these countries neglect the special needs of international students. Specifies the major needs of this group and offers suggestions for meeting them, particularly in the areas of teaching processes, language proficiency, and cultural awareness.
Maanen, J. (1988). Tales of the field: On writing 

ethnography. The University of Chicago Press. 

This book discusses how one culture is portrayed in terms of another in an ethnography. It looks at representation of social reality of others through the analysis of one’s own experience in the world of these others. How social reality is conveyed through writing involves, among other things, authorial voice. The author’s perspective exhibited through voice marks particular ethnographic styles and genres. This survey of ethnographic voices is informal, light in spirit and introductory. 

Maanen, J. (1995). Representation in ethnography. Sage 

Publications. International Educational and Professional Publisher. 

This book is a joint work written by several famous scholars involved in Qualitative research and using ethnography as their primary research method. Authors share their views, opinions and considerations on several facets of ethnographic research. Representation in ethnography looks at such matters as: what distinguishes ethnography as a particular form of qualitative research, humor in ethnographic writing: sarcasm, satire and irony, making a study “more ethnographic”, literary journalism as ethnography  and etc. Excellent reference list is given by each contributing author at the end of each 

chapter. 

Newkirk, T. (1991). The politics of composition research: The 

conspiracy against experience. In R. Bullock & J. Trimbur (Eds.), The politics of writing instruction: Postsecondary. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 119-135.
Discusses ethnographic research in English education from a political perspective. Newkirk asserts that ethnographic research empowers practitioners.


North, Stephen. The Making of Knowledge in Composition: 

Portrait of an Emerging Field. Portsmouth, NH: Boynton, 1987.
Documents the advent of ethnography in composition studies with Kantor’s Research in Context.
Olson, Gary A. “The Social Scientist as Author: Clifford 

Geertz on Ethnography and Social Construction.” Journal of Composition Theory. 11.2 (Fall 1991): 245-68.
Olson, through an insightful introduction into the work and attitudes of Clifford Geertz as an anthropologist and “closet rhetorician,” and then through an extensive interview, provides an interesting look at the kinship of rhetorical theory and anthropological methods of inquiry such as ethnography. This is a reflective piece which offers much to the novice researcher trying to consider whether or not ethnographic methodology is appropriate to the question at hand. Olson says it this way: 

All texts in the social sciences are in one way or another "fictions," constructions, and we need to treat them as such, not as inviolable, unassailable statements of scientific truth. Treating research reports and the like as "texts," be they in anthropology or in rhetoric and composition, does not diminish their usefulness or even their "truthfulness"; rather, it opens these texts up to a richer, more significant interpretation that leads to broader understanding of the subject at hand. 
Paul Atkinson; Amanda Coffey; Sara Delamont; John Lofland and 

Lyn Lofland (2001). Handbook of Ethnography. Sage.

This is a book which combines different discussions and literature review of ethnography practices. It provides international excellence and history background of ethnographic research in different periods. 

Rose, Mike. Lives on the Boundary. New York: Penguin, 1990.
(Auto)enthography that deals with issues of class, tracking and educational activism.
Rupert, A. & Loudermilk, S. (2002). Using Ethnographic 

Research Practices for Technical  Writing Assignments:  Developing a Manual for Employees.  Business Communication Quarterly, Vol. 65 (2), 67-81.  

Considers how many students walk into the class with an array of technical communicating perspectives that open the door for practical experiences. Believes that a technical communicator employs the ethnographic process for the purpose of creating technical documents. Presents an ethnographic framed assignment that requires a collaboratively written confidentiality manual and management of the data collection and selection processes.  Considers how many students walk into the class with an array of technical communicating perspectives that open the door for practical experiences. Believes that a technical communicator employs the ethnographic process for the purpose of creating technical documents. Presents an ethnographic framed assignment that requires a collaboratively written confidentiality manual and management of the data collection and selection processes.   

Saldana, J. (1999).  Playwriting with data: Ethnographic 

performance texts.  Youth Theatre Journal, Vol. 13, .60-71.

Discusses ethnographic performance texts (sometimes called ethnotheatre or ethnodrama), which employ traditional techniques to mount a performance event as an alternative mode of research representation, with actors portraying actual research participants. Discusses ethnodrama's rationale, content and structure, participants and characters, monologues and dialogue, the ethnographer as character, visual action, and adaptations and expertise

Shor, Ira. Critical Teaching and Everyday Life. Boston: South 

End, 1980.
(Auto)ethnography chronicalling struggles of empowerment in the classroom related to class as well as being an educational activist.
Wolcott, H. (1995). The art of fieldwork. AltaMira Press. A 

division of Sage Publications, Inc.

This book is about fieldwork and the art of doing it. It’s purpose is to encourage fieldworkers past, present, and future to reflect on how fieldwork, as contrasted with simply “collecting data”, is an artistic undertaking as well as a scientific one. It increases and encourages the general research sophistication of ethnographers.

Writing Culture: The Poetics and Politics of Ethnography. 

James Clifford and George E. Marcus eds. Berkley: Univ. of CA, 1986. 
This volume captures the voices of Mary Louis Pratt, Renato Rosaldo, Stephen Tyler and Paul Robinson. It is the result of the “Advanced Seminars” at the School of American Research in Santa Fe, New Mexico, held April 1984.  The volume provides an extensive and very useful bibliography and a collection of working papers, the result of conversations during the seminars.  The book opens with a careful introduction and history of the literary theory and its emerging importance to anthropology.  Ethnographic writing is considered contextually, rhetorically, institutionally, historically and politically. 

