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Required Texts:

Bruce Bryski and Timothy Brown.  Public Speaking for Success: Strategies for Diverse Audiences and Occasions.  Plymouth: Hayden-McNeil Publishing, 2006.
Course Description:  Fundamentals of Speech is a general course in public speaking, emphasizing the learning of extemporaneous speaking through classroom instruction, practice, and evaluation.  The course also prepares students to analyze speaking situations and audiences, to listen critically and thoughtfully, and to evaluate peer speeches and analyze public speech.
Course Objectives:  Students will research information and organize it in a form that is clear, concise, and memorable.  Speeches will be given extemporaneously in a coherent classroom presentation using a program structure.  Students will understand the means of persuasion employed in public speaking and will analyze arguments in contemporary speeches.
Attendance:  Your participation in this class is necessary for the course to function properly.  The class needs your attendance as audience as much as it does as speaker.  Therefore, regular attendance is required.  You are permitted three absences for the semester.  I will take roll at the beginning of class and after that, you will be counted as late.  There are no excused absences.  If you miss more than three days either through absence or lateness, your final letter grade is reduced one full letter regardless of previous work.  Additionally, if you are absent for class on a day that your speech is scheduled, then you risk receiving a zero for that speech.
Lateness:  In a speech class, lateness can be particularly disrespectful.  Two late days equal one absence.  If you arrive late while a speech is being given, do yourself, the speaker, the audience, and me the courtesy of waiting in the hall until the speech is finished and you can enter without interrupting the program.
Assignments:  For each speech, you are required to submit to me a typed outline of your speech along with the speech’s rubric that will be available on blackboard.
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is to take the work of others and use it without crediting them.  All work for this course must be the work of the individual student.  Any attempt at submitting work which has been completed in full or in part by someone else will result in that work receiving a failing grade; further, in cases of intentional plagiarism, students will receive a failing grade for the course and will be reported to the Vice President of Academic Affairs.
Programs:  Each type of speech will be presented as part of a program; two peer reviewers, a time keeper, a language assistant, and a voice regulator will be needed.
Grades:  Your final semester grade is calculated using the following categories:










Grade

Class/Speech Participation/Homework

25%

_____
Ceremonial Speech #1



15%

_____
Informative Speech #2



10%

_____
Informative Research Paper


10%

_____

Persuasive Speech #3



15%

_____
Debate Speech #4




25%

_____

Total






100%

Schedule:

Becoming a Public Speaker and Preparing Your First Speech

Listeners and Speakers

Ethical Public Speaking and Managing Speech Anxiety

Interview your Partner for Speech of Introduction

Ceremonial Speeches #1
Types of Organizational Arrangements

Outlining the Speech

Developing the Introduction and Conclusion

Locating and Using Supporting Material

Informative Speeches #2
Developing Arguments for the Persuasive Speech

Organizing the Persuasive Speech

Using and Designing Presentation Aids

Methods of Delivery

Persuasive Speeches #3
Communicating in Groups

Ethical and Public Speaking

Debates #4
Criteria for Grading Speeches
In order to receive an “A” on a speech, a speaker must:

· Meet all requirements for a “B” speech.

· Show imagination and creativity in selection and development of a topic.

· Demonstrate a strong relationship to the topic and identification with the audience.

· Give evidence of audience analysis by continually relating thesis and support to the audience.

· Show depth of research, reflection, and analysis.

· Use language creatively and effectively.

· Make a polished presentation that demonstrates effective use of voice, eye contact, and gesture.

In order to receive a “B” on a speech a speaker must:

· Satisfy all requirements for a “C” speech.

· Select an appropriate topic and relate it to the audience.

· Include research as needed and show serious reflection on the topic.

· Clearly identify sources of information and credibility.

· Arouse interest of the audience and hold attention throughout the speech.

· Connect ideas clearly throughout the speech and show relationships between parts of the speech.

· Use vocal variety to hold interest and emphasize points.

· Speak with confidence.

In order to receive a “C” on a speech, a speaker must:

· Choose a topic appropriate for the audience and the assignment.

· Include support for main ideas.

· Demonstrate a clear purpose.

· Organize speech with a clear introduction, body, and conclusion.

· Present speech extemporaneously.

· Meet requirements for visual aids or research.

· Speak clearly and audibly.

· Use Standard English.

A speech will be given a “D” grade if it falls below the standards for a “C” speech or if:

· Too much of the speech is read from notes.

· The speaker was not prepared.

· The speech contained little or no information new to the audience.

A speech will receive a grade of “F” if:

· Most if not all of the speech is read from notes or a script.

· The speech does not meet requirements of the assignment.
· The speech is 30 seconds shorter or longer than the minimum/maximum time limit.

· The speech is not audible or the audience cannot understand the speaker.

