FL 720: Second Language Acquisition

Course Syllabus—Fall 2006
Instructor: Dr. Manjula Shinge                            Class time:   Wednesday 5-8 p.m.
Email: mshinge@emporia.edu                            Class Location: 206 Roosevelt Hall: 
Office hours: M, Th 4:15-5:00 PM
Course Description

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to Second Language Acquisition (SLA) research findings and theoretical views. This course focuses on the distinctly human instinct of language acquisition.  Particularly, it examines how, why, and under what conditions human beings acquire language, both their first and—more to the point of this course—their second language. While such a focus may seems simple and clear to language teachers, the human instinct of language acquisition comprises several complex dimensions or facets that are explored in this course, including the linguistic, psycholinguistic, cognitive, socio-pragmatic, micro sociolinguistic, and macro sociolinguistic dimensions. While much of the course material covers scholarly literature, such as research, regarding these theoretical dimensions, some time will be dedicated to discuss their implications for instructional strategies in the second language classroom.  The goal of this course is to help students develop BOTH a strong theoretical foundation with regard to language acquisition AND the acute analytical skills required to consider critically such theory, both are to base future decisions in their classrooms.

Course Goals and Objectives

Student will:
· become fluent with the basic concepts and terminology of SLA research
· obtain s knowledge of first and second language acquisition theories
· understand studies conducted by SLA researchers
· have a practical knowledge of how SLA research influences teaching and learning 
Required Textbooks
1. Saville-Troike, Muriel. (2006). Introducing second language acquisition. New York: Cambridge University Press.

2. Brown, H. D., & S. Gonzo. (2006). Readings on second  language acquisition.
Course Requirements

REQUIREMENT 1:  Qualitative Analysis Essay

M. Lightbown, Nina Spada’s book How Languages are Learned (to be handed out), students will interview at least 5 individuals, whether native or non-native English, about their beliefs and assumptions regarding language and language learning. Students should try to get these individuals not only to respond to the statements on the survey but also to expand on their responses by explaining further. Further, students should audio-record the interview/survey interaction.  The tapes do MUST have to be handed in.  Then, in a 3-5 page typed essay, students must discuss (a) what they see as two or three of the most frequently occurring beliefs and assumptions people have, being sure to quote and paraphrase specific statements from the interaction, (b) why they think their interviewees might have these assumptions and beliefs, and (c) the extent to which such beliefs and assumptions are supported by scholarly literature, based on their initial readings for the course.

Assessment: (Questions used in grading)
1. To what extent does the student fully understand the issues and concepts addressed in the readings?

2. How well-supported are the student’s interpretations or conclusions, based specific data collected?

3. To what extent does the student ground such interpretations on conclusions on a strong, well-reasoned theoretical foundation of previous scholarly work?

REQUIREMENT 2:  Interlanguage Analysis Essay



Students will collect their own data by audio-recording a non-native English speaker communicating in English during an authentic conversational interaction for approximately 30 minutes, and they will be required to discuss such data, in a 3-5 page typed essay, in terms of the errors that are evidenced (e.g., at the phonological, morphological, syntactic, pragmatic, and discourse levels). Students should base their discussion explicitly on identifying, classifying, explaining, and evaluating specific, accurately transcribed excerpts of interlanguage data.  That is, (a) by what standard and method can these errors be identified (identification); (b) what are one or two most frequently occurring types of errors are evidenced and how can they be described? (classification); (c) what might be the source of these errors—based on a limited data set, of course—and what evidence can you provide to support your claim (explanation); and, (d) what are the local (i.e., at the sentential level) and the global (i.e., at the supra-sentential level) effects of such frequently occurring errors on the listener in terms of comprehension (evaluation). Students should draw upon previous scholarly literature to help them in their analyses.  Finally, students should be aware that they need to have some type of recording device and some type of access to non-native speakers of a language. NOTE: translation of languages other than English in the data may be necessary in the transcription.  Students should be selective about what they transcribe.

Assessment: (Questions used in grading)

1. To what extent does the student fully understand the issues and concepts addressed in the readings?

2. How well-supported are the student’s interpretations or conclusions, based specific data collected?

3. To what extent does the student ground such interpretations on conclusions on a strong, well-reasoned theoretical foundation of previous scholarly work?

REQUIREMENT 3: Interaction Analysis Essay
                                     


                                  
Students will collect their own data by audio-recording, for approximately 30 minutes, one interaction between either two non-native or one native and one non-native speaker of English.  That is, at least ONE of the interlocutors must be a non-native speaker of English.  Tapes do MUST have to be handed in.  These interlocutors must be speaking in English—or at least a language that the student fully understands and is willing and able to translate in his/her essay—and they must be engaged in a meaningful and authentic conversational interaction. For the essay, students will be required to discuss such interactional data, in a 3-5 page typed essay, in terms of (a) the extent to which the interlocutors manage communicative breakdown through the negotiation of meaning and the negotiation of form, (b) how such negotiation plays out during the turn-by-turn analysis of the interaction, and (c) the extent to which such negotiation might provide opportunities for language learning or language acquisition for the non-native speaker of English.  Students should base their discussion explicitly on specific selected excerpts from the interaction, and they should use scholarly literature to support their claims and interpretations.  NOTE: translation of languages other than English in the data may be necessary in the transcription.  Students should be selective about what they transcribe.  That is, transcribe in your text (i.e., no appendix is needed) as much as is necessary to support your claims and give context to them.

Assessment: (Questions used in grading)

1. To what extent does the student fully understand the issues and concepts addressed in the readings?

2. How well-supported are the student’s interpretations or conclusions, based on specific data collected?

3. To what extent does the student ground such interpretations on conclusions on a strong, well-reasoned theoretical foundation of previous scholarly work?

REQUIREMENT 4: Presentation
                                    


                                    Each graduate student will present a progress report on his or her final paper for approximately 10-15 minutes.  Some time will be dedicated to feedback and discussion.

REQUIREMENT 5: Final Paper






Synthesis Essay
                                    

Students should identify a focused and clearly articulated problematic topic or issue that is related to the course material.  Students, then, must conduct extensive library research on that topic or issue, reading and synthesizing relevant scholarly literature. In a 15-20 pages typed essay, students then must articulate a clear and original “thesis statement” or argument of their own and must support that statement with organized and well-synthesized support from scholarly literature.  Note: A synthesis paper is not solely a summary.
Assessment: (Questions used in grading)

1. How clear and logical is the student’s main argument or point?

2. To what extent does the student understand key concepts, ideas, terms, and theories?

3. To what extent does the student comprehensively discuss relevant scholarly literature to support this argument or point?

4. How effectively does the student synthesize information not merely by citing facts, quoting, and paraphrasing by offering new insight or interpretation of information?

Grading Policies
Final grades will be determined by the percentage of cumulative points earned. Theses points will be converted to a letter 
A       93-100               A-      90-92
B+     87-89                 B       83-86             B-   80-82
C+     77-79                 C       70-76
D        60-69

F        Below 60

