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All text is double-spaced, including inset quotations.  Do set it automatically in MS Word by highlighting the text and then holding the control key and depressing the number “1.”  When time allows, it is always a good idea to look back at the description of an assignment or a grading rubric if one’s required; this allows you to make sure you have kept on track with the assignment and not drifted away from what is expected: 

The specific topic and purpose of this project will be yours to decide as you work through the research process.  However, it may help you to consider  that I will grade essays holistically on the basis of four broad categories: 1) Content - degree of thoughtfullness, richness of information provided or strength of claims made; 2) Organization - effective presentation, including thesis, detail or support,  paragraph form, transitions, and coherence; 3) Mechanics - essay format and such sentence-level elements as punctuation, spelling, and word choice; and 4) Revision - evidence of effort and quality of changes made to preliminary drafts, especially in response to peer-critique. (Sherwood, “Research Essay”)

When you revised, it is especially important that you venture changes that address problems identified on your draft. Whether or not you solve them, at least some effort to deal with them is expected; and I will reward that effort.


Remember too that drafts are graded as drafts, with some leeway granted in the areas of mechanics and organization. It will be important to me that you have worked towards a complete draft (about ten pages; introduction, body, conclusion) that takes up a clearly articulated research question and thoroughly incorporates material from external sources.  

