Readings "Texts" Through Five Critical Lenses: Class Activity

Movado

Look closely and list the various elements that combine to form the overall effect or mood of this ad (colors, shapes, blankspace).  Reflect on the metaphor implied by the joining of two sets of elements - violin: star musician as watch:           ?        . Is the language of distinctive? Does it contribute to the overall "harmony"?

Dillards

What assumptions about the roles of men and women are reflected in this advertisement? How important are those assumptions or stereotypes to its message? What place does it want to assign women (or to invite them to inhabit)? What goals does it imagine for women? Are there any ironies or contradictions that a viewer approaching it as a skeptical woman might note? 

Simon/Northeast Mall

Examine first the minimal text, then try to follow the story implied by this carefully staged picture. Describe a in "super-slow" motion the process of reading/viewing this advertisement (or what you think the advertisement is inviting you to see). To what kind of person does it imagine it speaks? What are its ideal viewers concerns, goals, and troubles.  

Riviera Mexico

Think about the different languages, cultures suggested by this advertisement. Outwardly, it simply presents an attractive vacation destination.  What does it imply about the relation of Mexico and the United States? What contradictions might a skeptical viewer note in the message and names.  (Who are the Maya? Where is "the" riviera? ) Check the fine print; how does the hyperbole attempt to gloss over a possible conflict?  

Mercedes

The concept of this advertisement involves a handful of oppositions (eg. danger/safety). Make a list of them, then examine the language.  What is the significance of the pun in the headline? Does the storyline (in gray) consistently support the favored values or does it embody a contradiction? What gap or unstated idea lingers behind the text but cannot be spoken? 

