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III. Transitional phrases and other organizing cues. In the following sentences, some key phrases have been omitted; judging from context and content, see if you can reconstruct them.

Better Reporting

The _______________________________, which the department defines as crimes against a person or property motivated by bias toward race, religion, ethnicity, disability, or sexual orientation, remained unchanged from the previous year. Campus safety experts say that more colleges are complying with requirements for reporting hate crimes, however.

"It's not that given institutions are reporting hate crimes better, but that they are reporting hate crimes at all," says Jeffrey A. Ross, national director for campus and higher-education affairs at the Anti-Defamation League. When hate crimes occur on campuses "the tendency has been denial," he says. "That's getting better, but we've got a long ways to go."

A federal law, the Clery Act, requires all colleges to report by each October 1 data on crimes that occurred on their campuses the previous year. Under legislative changes to the law in 1998, the Education Department was ordered, beginning in 2000, to collect the information from colleges, analyze it, and prepare a report for Congress.

The department's first attempt to collect such data in 2000 was fraught with problems. Many colleges were frustrated by the changes in the crime-reporting law, by the difficulty of inputting the data, and by crashes in the department's computer server. The process has since gone more smoothly, according to department officials and campus police officers.

"This year was not as bad in terms of errors," says Howard Clery III, of Security on Campus Inc., a campus-crime watchdog group in King of Prussia, Pa. "Schools have had plenty of time to comply, so they should have figured out this process by now." Mr. Clery is the brother of Jeanne Ann Clery, who was raped and murdered in her dormitory room at Lehigh University in 1986, and in whose memory the crime-reporting law is named.

Although the Education Department did not compute national trend data, an institution-by-institution breakdown of reported crimes can be found on a department Web site (http://ope.ed.gov/security).

Experts on campus safety _____________       ______ _________________________. They say that low numbers do not necessarily mean that a campus is safe, and that high numbers do not always mean that one is unsafe. Numerous factors can make the reporting of crime statistics inconsistent. An institution's size, its policing strategies, and its location all influence the number and type of crimes that occur.

