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All text is double-spaced, including inset quotations.  Do set it automatically by highlighting the text and then holding the control key and depressing the number “1.”  If you have already progressed to ten pages, you might want to reflect on your draft in terms of the requirements of the assignment: 

The specific topic and purpose of this project will be yours to decide as you work through the research process.  However, it may help you to consider  that I will grade essays holistically on the basis of four broad categories: 1) Content - degree of thoughtfullness, richness of information provided or strength of claims made; 2) Organization - effective presentation, including thesis, detail or support,  paragraph form, transitions, and coherence; 3) Mechanics - essay format and such sentence-level elements as punctuation, spelling, and word choice; and 4) Revision - evidence of effort and quality of changes made to preliminary drafts, especially in response to peer-critique. (Sherwood, “Research Essay”)

Obviously, you will have the chance to address each of these areas in revision. But it may be helpful as a guide even in the final stages of drafting.  


I will grade your drafts as drafts, granting some leeway in the areas of mechanics and organization. It will be important to me that you have worked towards a complete draft (about ten pages; introduction, body, conclusion) that takes up a clearly articulated research question and thorougly incorporates material from external sources.  The grade you will receive is intended to give you an idea of the work still to be done in revising your essays.  


Please work hard to avoid submitting very incomplete (short, undeveloped, or unresearched) essays.

